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There were unsuccessful 
attempts on the lives • of 
President Theodore Roose- 
velt (1912), President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt (1933) and 
President Truman (1950).i 

The assassination of 

> Lincoln, on the night of 
April 14^ 1865, Is prob- * 
ably t one of the besit 
known instances of the *. 

* murder/ of~ a head of 

• State* -»'«*• •- • — — « 


- Lincoln,. who had champ- 
ioned the cause of tihe lib- 
eration of negro slaves and 
the preservation of the 
Union throughout the Civil 
War, had advocated the 
appropriation of 400,000,000 
dollars, a considerable sum 
in those days, for » the 
relief of the South* » V 
- M I am considering*^ and 
will not fail to act, when 
satisfied that action will -be 
proper/’ he said at his last 
public address. ~ 

Fanatic • 


where, a 
. was raised In 
1890. **.*• •** '• 

McKinley, 
'-who like Garfield, wan a 
* lawyer, waa shot in Buf- 
falo City, New York, on 

visitr_the/ gfeatx/Pan-Araer- 
lean. Expedltlon^being held 
there, and a - public recep- 
tion was held for' him in 
one of the exhibition build 
ings. 
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Close Range 
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During this reception, 
hundreds of citizens shook 
hands with the President, 
and a' young anarchist of 
Polish parentage, Leon Czol- 
gosz^ took, advantage, of the 
opportunity to shoot at Mc- 
Kinley ax close range with 
a revolver. * 

One of the assassin's 


Oscar Collaso and Grtsello 
Torre so la, who advocated 
the complete* independence 
of their . country, * made an 
attempt on the lifeVof Presi- 
dent • Harry Truman, 1 9 - at 
Blair House, Washington, 
on October 31, 1950. • 

They tried to shoot their 
way? into- the President's 
temporary residence-' while 
the White House .was being 
repaired,, but they /did not 
gain entry : ‘ ‘ '** -r* .-*<'* 

Torresola was shot 
dead daring the action, ■ 
and a policeman, CofTelt,- 
died of his wounds after*- t 
the gun-battle. 

President Truman was 
asleep* at the time the shoot- 
ing* started, but he awak- 
ened in time to put his 
head out of the window and 
see the end of the battle.,** - 


- — — - 

At that time a fanatical 
advocate of the secession of 
the - South, John v ;. Wilkes 
Booth, an actor, was plot- 
ting with others to assas- 
sinate 'several heads of the 
Government. % ’ 

On the night of 'April 
14*. while Lincoln, with his 
family and friends, . was 
watching a play > ~in r 'the 
Ford- Theatre. Washington, 
Booth entered the private 
box and shot the President 
through the head at point- 
blank range with a pistol. 

Then, brandishing a 
knife. with which 

he wounded Colonel 

Rathbone. who attemp- 
ted to stop him, be 
leapt down to the stage 
and escaped through the 
rear of the building. 

The President died at 7 
a.m. the day after he was 
shot. 


two bullets penetrated 
the President's stomach. 

He ^lingered , for many 
days, and after the world 
had been told that he was 
on the mend he collapsed 
and died on September 14. 

Czolgosz.. was seized and 
after, conviction was execu 


Dreams 




The attempt on the life 
of Theodore Roosevelt was 
made in Chicago, In 1912, by 
John" Nepomuk Schrank, 
a Bavarian bom fanatic, who 
claimed that dreams of Lin- 
coln's assassin. Booth, 
prompted him to attempt 
the president’s life. 

He fired at Roosevelt 
at the range of six feet 
but the bullet was part- 
ly arrested by the 
President’s folded notes 
for a speech and his 


Few Months 

James Abram Garfield, a 
lawyer-politician, was shot 
on July 2, 1881, only a few 
months after his inaugura- 
tion on March 4, and lin- 
gered until September 19, 
Il881. 

Garfield, who Juring the 
election campaign had been 
the subject of violent per- 
sonal abuse, and was 
accused of underhand prac- 
tices, was shot in a Washing- 
ton railway station by a 
disapponted office-seeker, j 
Charles J. Guiteau. 


spectacles case. 

But Roosevelt carried the 
bullet in his chest until his 
death In 1919. 

It was an Italian ♦ bora 
bricklayer, Gulseppe Zan- 
gara, who made an attempt 
on the life of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt at Miami in 1933. 

At close range he fired 
the whole contents of his 
revolver-five shots — but 
missed Roosevelt altogether. 

Each shot hit a member of 
Roosevelt’s party, though 
none was s e r 1 o u s l y 
wonded. 

Two Puerto Ricans, I 




